
Take a trip with WNCHA to Old Salem this holi-
day season!
	 Salem was founded in 1766 by the Moravi-
ans, a Protestant group that began in what is now 
known as the Czech Republic. The Moravians 
were missionaries who established an earlier 
settlement in Bethlehem, PA, before founding 
what they called Wachovia in the North Carolina 
back country in 1753. In the Wachovia Tract of 
nearly 100,000 acres, Salem was the central admin-
istrative, spiritual, craft, and professional town 
surrounded by þve outlying congregations. 
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Visit Old Salem at Christmas

For more information, call (828) 253-9231.

Nov. 16–Jan. 4. ”A Carolina Christmas” 
exhibit at the museum (see p. 2).

Nov. 19, 10:30 A.M.–12:30 P.M. The Crafty 
Historian presents a Woodland Indian craft 
program at the museum.

Dec. 6. WNCHA member holiday party 
(watch your e-mail for more information).

Dec. 8. Old Salem bus tour.

NOTE: The museum will be closed on 
Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.

upcoming events

      Today, Old Salem’s restored and 
reconstructed buildings, staffed by 
living-history interpreters, present 
visitors with a view of Moravian life 
in the 18th and 19th centuries. The 
features include skilled interpreters 
such as tinsmiths, blacksmiths, cobblers, 
gunsmiths, bakers, and carpenters, 
practicing their trades while interacting 

with visitors. Approximately 70% of the buildings 
in the historic district are original, making this a 
truly unique living-history museum. 
	 WNCHA’s trip is scheduled for Thursday, 
December 8, 2011.  We will leave from the Smith-
McDowell House Museum at 7:15 A.M. and plan to 
return at about 6 P.M.
	 The cost is $40 for members ($65 for non-
members) and includes transportation, entry fee, 
and lunch at Old Salem Tavern.
	 Plan to visit various historic locations includ-
ing the Home Moravian Church and several 
historic houses in the village.
	 Make your reservations or þnd out more by 
e-mailing to smh@wnchistory.org or by calling 
WNCHA at (828) 253-9231.

Old Salem features restored buildings such as the 
Winkler Bakery (above left) and reenactors such as the 
apothecary (above).
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