
Wescott will talk 
about inn architect 
Fred W. Seely and 
discuss Asheville’s 
architectural skyline 
as viewed from the 
Magnolia Lounge. 
	 There will also 
be an opportunity 
to look over our 
2010 Wolfe Award–
nominated books. Johnson’s books will be available for 
purchase, and he will be on hand to sign them. 
	 Says Johnson, “Both Asheville and the Grove 
Park Inn stand as proof of my theory that the Arts & 
Crafts movement did not end in 1929 or 1939, as many 
historians prematurely declared, but that it continues 
on today, as evidenced by our architecture, our respect 
for the hand-craftsmanship of our area artisans, and our 
admiration for the Arts & Crafts style.”
	 Since this is also a celebration of Thomas Wolfe’s 
birthday—he was born on this day in 1900—cookies and 
coffee will be offered by the Grove Park Inn.
	 This event is free to WNCHA members, $10 for 
non-members. It’s a great opportunity to become a 
member! Space is limited, so call (828) 253-9231 as soon 
as possible to reserve your place.

Get a unique peek at the Grove Park Inn from 2 to 4 p.m. 
on Sunday, October 3! 
	 After a welcome and introductions, Bruce E. 
Johnson, winner of WNCHA’s 2009 Thomas Wolfe 
Memorial Literary Award for his book Grove Park Inn: 
Arts & Crafts Furniture, will talk about Arts & Crafts 
antiques and their relationship to Asheville and the inn. 
He will then lead tours in groups of no more than 20. 
	 The Smith-McDowell House Museum’s own Textile 
Curator, Jessamyn Reeves-Brown, will make a special 
appearance dressed in period costume to discuss Arts 
& Crafts–era clothing and textiles. And WNCHA 
members Ron Holland (retired Regional Supervisor 
for the Western Office of the N.C. Division of Archives 
and History) and Historic Preservation Consultant Bill 
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Inside the Grove Park Inn

Arts &Crafts guruBruce Johnson.
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Info: (828) 253-9231

Now–Oct. 3. Exhibit: Antique Quilts & Coverlets.

Sept. 2. Day of Caring volunteer museum cleanup.

Sept. 11, 11 A.M. Paper Doll Party for kids.

Sept. 18, 1 P.M. UNCA Special Collections program.

Oct. 3, 2–4 P.M. Grove Park Inn tour.

Oct. 30. Cemetery tour & ghost investigation.

Upcoming Events



Editor’s Note: This Joint Is Jumping
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October 8 for 4th and 8th graders.
 Finally, don’t forget that the 
museum needs your help! On 
Thursday, September 2, United 
Way sponsors the Day of Caring. 
For this event, WNCHA volunteers 
will be joined by more than 20 
volunteers from Mission Hospital 
to give the museum a thorough 
housecleaning and grounds spruce-
up. We provide lunch—and good 
fellowship! If you can help out, or 
for more information on any of our 
programs, please call the museum 
at (828) 253-9231.

 —Jessamyn Reeves-Brown

will conduct a tour of three of 
Asheville’s cemeteries: meet up 
close and personal with the former 
owners of the Smith-McDowell 
House. That night, a ghost hunt 
of the house will be directed 
by professional paranormal 
investigators from LEMUR (the 
League of Energy Materialization 
and Unexplained Phenomena).   
Do any shades haunt our halls?
	 We haven’t forgotten our 
mission to educate young 
people. We’ve overhauled our 
school programs to meet current 
requirements, and our popular 
History Day will take place on 

Learn About UNCA’s Special Collections

We promised you more events—
and I think we’re delivering!
	 There’s the Grove Park Inn 
tour on October 3, described on the 
first page of this newsletter. There’s 
a UNCA Special Collections talk 
on September 18, listed below. An 
exhibit of beautiful and interesting 
Antique Quilts & Coverlets is on 
display at the museum, ongoing 
through the beginning of October.
	 Want more? On October 30, 
WNCHA will present two events 
that are guaranteed to get you into 
the spirit of Halloween: a Cemetery 
Tour and Ghost Investigation. In 
the afternoon, historian John Turk 

Day of Caring volunteer; McDowell grave on cemetery tour; a quilt on exhibit; blacksmith Jason on History Day.

There are more than 23 museums in the area that 
feature regional history or heritage. In a new 
program, WNCHA members will be invited to meet 
with representatives to learn about their collections, 
their missions, and how we can help each other.
 	 On September 18, WNCHA members are 
invited to a talk by Helen Wykle, Director of Special 
Collections at UNCA. She will focus on the following 
topics: What materials does her department acquire, 
and how are they made available to the public? 

Which collections have proven popular or in demand 
with the public? What collections might be of special 
interest to the members of WNCHA? What can Special 
Collections do for WNCHA, and vice versa?
	 We will meet at 1 p.m. at the Cornerstone Restau-
rant on Tunnel Road (across from Olive Garden). You 
can purchase lunch, and then we will hear from Wykle. 
Seating is limited to about 28 people; reservations are 
not required and the speaking program is free. For 
more information, call 253-9231.



Evidently retirement was not in his blood.
	 As tranquil as they appear to be here, the Garretts 
could be described as a quirky family, and not just 
because Robert married his daughter’s governess. 
Shortly after the deaths, in 1884, of his first wife and 
his mother, Robert experienced a sort of religious 
awakening. Seemingly overnight he changed from 
a “hell-rake and a wastrel” into a man who wore 
his religion on his sleeve. Robert spent his Sundays 
preaching in rural churches, provided free room and 
board at his hotel to missionaries, and began and 
ended virtually every conversation with, “Have you 
been saved?” Alexandra was forbidden to attend 
dances or the theater, and each New Year’s Eve 
Robert predicted the end of the world. 
	 Robert inherited Buck House upon his father’s 
death in 1895; three years later, after his daughter 
married, he sold it and moved to a much more 
modest home at 84 Oakland Road. Today it is called 
North Lodge and is operated as a bed and breakfast.
	 Robert died in 1915 and was buried in Asheville’s 
Riverside Cemetery surrounded by the Presbyterian 
ministers and missionaries he had befriended. 
Alexandra, who died in 1956, was also buried there, 
beside her husband within the Johnston family plot. 
Myra died in 1940 and was buried next to her sister  
in Shaw’s Creek Cemetery in Hendersonville. 

While we continue to learn more about 
the Garretts—the third family to own 
the Smith-McDowell House—we are still 
short of images of them. We did have 
one of patriarch Alexander Garrett and 
one of his son Robert, but both predate 
the family’s move to Asheville in 1880. 
We also had one of Robert’s first wife, 
Mary Francis Tarr Garrett, and another of 
daughter Alexandra on her wedding day. 
	 Now a photograph from the early 
1890s has helped fill out the collection, 
sent to us by Robert Roth Garrett of West 
Chester, Pennsylvania. He is the great-
great-grandson of Alexander Garrett. In 
the image (shown at right), a white-haired 
and bearded Alexander sits to the right 
in a rocking chair. At left, son Robert bears a striking 
resemblance to Czar Nicholas II of Russia. At her 
grandfather’s knee sits Robert’s daughter Alexandra, 
and at lower left is Myra Adeline Gash. 
	 The daughter of a distinguished family from 
Brevard, Myra had been hired as a governess for 
Alexandra when her mother, Mary Frances, died. By 
the time of this photograph, Robert and Myra had 
been married for at least five years. Over the next five 
years Alexander would die, Myra would give birth to 
Robert Urey Garrett, Jr., and Alexandra would marry 
Robert Pulliam Johnston.
	 Alexander Garrett emigrated from Ireland 
with his three brothers in the 1840s and moved to 
Princeton, Kentucky, to raise tobacco—but he soon 
discovered much more lucrative avenues to pursue. 
He and his wife, Elisabeth, and his son and daughter-
in-law moved to Leavenworth, Kansas, where he 
flourished in the mercantile trade. By the 1870s the 
Garretts were living in St. Louis and Alexander had 
become a millionaire. 
	 Alexander retired from the business world and 
moved to Asheville in 1880. Although retired, he was 
far from idle. He made extensive changes to Buck 
House (as the museum was then known), jumped 
feet-first into the Asheville real-estate world, built a 
major hotel, and founded the subdivision of Victoria. 

Garret Saga
by John Turk
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From left: Myra, Robert, Alexander, and Alexandra Garrett.

The



This newsletter is edited and designed by Jessamyn Reeves-Brown. Send your comments to jessamyn@songsmyth.com.

On June 29 and 30, 2010, the Smith-McDowell 
House Museum was visited by a most 
distinguished guest. Stephanie Taylor Oros 
spent the mornings of each day visiting the 
home and talking to our house interpreters. 
She is the great-great-great-granddaughter 
of James Smith, the builder of the Smith-
McDowell House—and she is also the great-
great-granddaughter of William Wallace 
McDowell and Sarah Lucinda Smith, the 
house’s second owners. When Frances Arthur 
McDowell published Family and Decedents of 
William Wallace McDowell and Sarah Lucinda 
Smith McDowell, the article about Oros was accompanied by a 1997 
photograph of her and her children. Oros was kind enough to send 
us a new photograph from this year. How the children—the great-
great-great-great grandchildren of James Smith—have grown!

 —John Turk

Descendant of Smiths & McDowells visits museum
Smith-McDowell descendants 

the Oros family in 1997 
(left) and in 2010.

A closer look at the Antique 
Quilts & Coverlets exhibit at 
the museum through Oct. 3. 
	 The quilt detailed at upper 
right was put together by the 
mother and a daughter of A.N. 
Beecher, mayor of Oberlin, OH, 
during the Civil War and second 

cousin to Harriet Beecher Stowe. Friends and relations signed the 
blocks, some adding religious and sentimental quotes, including 
“When this you see remember me” and “Let us walk in love.”
	 The crazy-quilt block at upper left gives just a taste of the 
variety of fine fabrics and stitches used in these elaborate coverlets, 
showcases for ladies’ handiwork in the late 19th century.
	 The “Mariner’s Compass” quilt (detail, lower right) was made 
in the mid-19th century by Anne Gudger, great-grandmother to 
the Gudger brothers who owned and lived in the Smith-McDowell 
House in the 1920s. It is on loan from Anne’s great-great-
granddaughter, Esther Gudger Booe Pardue.

Web Extra: 
Featured Quilts


