
on commercially printed fabric, 
they often feature humorous or 
inspirational mottoes.
	 Whether you’re a quilter looking 
for inspiration, a historian interested 
in women’s work, or just someone 
who likes to see beautiful things, 
there is something for everyone.

Asheville Quilt Show
Once you’ve learned about antique 
quilts, be sure to visit the vast show 
of exciting new quilts put on by 
the Asheville Quilt Guild at the 
Arboretum, August 6–8. 
Admission is $5. For more 
information, visit www.
ashevillequiltguild.org.

Antique Quilts & Coverlets
Our new exhibit featuring a wide 
variety of homemade bedcoverings 
will be found at the Smith-McDowell 
House Museum beginning August 4. 
	 Traditional printed cotton 
patchwork quilts will be shown, 
some made by women in prominent 
local 19th-century families. A 
variation is the autograph quilt, 
featuring loved ones’ signatures. 
	 The crazy quilt, a fad of 
the late 19th century, showed off fine 
fabrics and elaborate stitches. It took 
its name from the random pattern 
of the pieces, resembling crazed 
(crackle-glazed) pottery.
	 Popular in the early 19th 
century were double-weave 
coverlets. Women would 
send their homespun yarns to 
professional weavers to finish 
in elaborate patterns. Our 
earliest is from the 1830s.
	 Embroidered coverlets 
were popular in the early 20th 
century. Worked at home 

Upcoming Events	  For more information, call the museum at (828) 253-9231.
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July 31–Aug. 1. Military History Weekend at SMH.
 August 4–Oct. 3. Exhibit: Antique Quilts & Coverlets.
August 6–8. Asheville Quilt Show at the Arboretum.

August 6. Program: History of the Craft Guild (p. 2).
August 14, 11 A.M. Fiesta Party for boys & girls.
September 11, 11 A.M. Paper Doll Party for kids.

A Confluence of Quilts

Clockwise from top, a 19th-century silk crazy 
quilt, an 1850s autograph patchwork quilt, and 
an 1837 double-weave wool coverlet.



Donations Great and Small 
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September 25. We will be visiting 
King’s Mountain and Cowpens 
historic battlefields with guidance 
and information from local experts.

Grove Park Inn Tour with Wolfe 

Award Winner Bruce Johnson

On October 3, join us on a tour 
of the Grove Park Inn led by 
Bruce Johnson, renowned expert 
on Craftsman architecture. His 
Arts & Crafts Conference, held 
at the Grove Park Inn each year, 
is a magnet for craftspeople and 
enthusiasts across the nation.

followed by a discussion, a guided 
tour of the Center’s permanent 
collection, and an interview with a 
demonstrating craftsperson.

UNCA Special Collections
September 11, take a peek inside 
the UNCA Special Collections. 
This program will be led by Public 
Services Librarian and Associate 
Professor Helen Wykle.

Revolutionary War Bus Tour
In the same vein as our unique 
Turnpike Tours comes the new 
Revolutionary War Bus Tour on 

Check Out Our Exciting New Programs
The Program Committee has been 
hard at work brainstorming new 
events and programs to fulfill 
WNCHA’s mission of educating 
and sharing local history with our 
membership and beyond. Mark 
your calendars for the programs 
detailed below and call (828) 253-
9231 for further information!

The History of Arts & Crafts   
of the Southern Highlands
On August 6, learn about the 
history of the famous Craft Guild. 
At the Folk Art Center, we’ll see a 
DVD on the history of the Guild, 

The Grove Park Inn; a monument at King’s Mountain; a 1920s weaver, Southern Highlands Craft Guild archive.

Gifts to WNCHA come in all shapes and sizes, 
whether it’s a dollar pushed into the donation box at 
the museum, materials from a store, or a bequest, to 
name a few. All are vital in keeping the museum’s 
doors open and educational programs going.
	 Recently, WNCHA was among the recipients of a 
bequest from the estate of Elaine Hunter, in both cash 
and a small portion of the sale price of her house. It’s 
a good reminder that a donation to WNCHA doesn’t 
need to come at the expense of your other causes—

and however divided, it can do a lot of good.
	 Our thanks also go to those who attended the 
Fernihurst dinner and bridal preview fundraiser on 
March 25. Organizer John Turk held a 50/50 raffle—in 
which half the ticket costs go to the winner, half to the 
organization—and winner Barbara Huger graciously 
donated all of her winnings right back to WNCHA!
	 Whether you donate funds, volunteer your time, or 
simply keep renewing your membership in WNCHA, 
please know that we couldn’t do it without you.



speeches and performances to give.”
	 He added, “I think a lot of us would agree that 
his best friend may have been his Golden Retriever, 
Thomas. This was his third dog from the Tennessee 
Valley Golden Retriever Rescue organization and 
I’m very happy to say that they placed Thomas with 
a new loving family in Tennessee.
	 “My father left a lot of family history for his 
sons to pass on to his grandchildren. He worked 
very hard and lived frugally in his desire to leave his 
sons a memorable inheritance. He was witty, easy to 
laugh, and a romantic.”
	 I, myself, found Bill to be unfailingly kind and 
courteous. Whenever he saw me he made sure to 
mention how much he enjoyed learning more about 
the museum in each issue of the newsletter and 
passing that information on to visitors. I can think of 
no more fitting tribute than that others should learn 
more about Bill and his service to the museum in these 
pages. He will be sorely  missed.

 —Jessamyn Reeves-Brown
Newsletter Editor

In Memoriam: 
       Bill Adam
I am very sorry to report that Bill Adam, 
indefatigable House Interpreter at the 
Smith-McDowell House Museum from 
April 2007 through May 2010, passed 
away on June 21, 2010, after a brief battle 
with brain cancer. His charm, humor, 
and love for the museum will be long 
remembered here.
	 Born William Adam, Jr., in North 
Arlington, NJ, on October 30, 1932, 
Bill obtained a B.S. in Chemistry from 
Fairleigh Dickinson University and did 
graduate study at Columbia University 
Teachers College. A man with a varied 
and interesting career, he served in U.S. 
Army Counter Intelligence in Chemical/
Biological/Radiological Warfare, 
followed by chemistry and sales 
positions at Lederle Laboratories in New 
Jersey from 1954 to 1972. Bill then moved 
on to various real estate and resort management 
positions in Myrtle Beach, SC, and Treasure Island, 
FL; was an account executive for Gordon Publications 
in New Jersey in the 1990s; and from 1998 to 2007 
worked in Guest Relations at the Biltmore Estate.
	 Beginning in 2007, he could be found at the Smith-
McDowell House Museum every weekend, letting in 
visitors and taking them on tours which nearly always 
elicited grateful appreciation of his enthusiasm and 
knowledge.
	 The museum’s former Executive Director Ron 
Ashe said of Bill, “I will miss his knowledge of the 
history of the American Gilded Age, his wry sense 
of humor, and his talent for thoroughly entertaining 
guests of the museum.” 
	 He was pre-deceased by his beloved last wife, 
Sandra Chappell, and is survived by sons Jason, 
Michael, and Robert. Said Jason, “My father possessed 
a passion to learn, educate, and share with others his 
love of history and wealth of knowledge from his 
vast travels. He rarely forgot a person’s name once 
he had met them. Until his unfortunate and sudden 
illness, he was arranging and preparing multiple 

Former House Interpreter Bill Adam managed to escape our camera 
lenses on most occasions, but can be seen here diligently contributing to 
house maintenance on a volunteer cleanup day in 2008.
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In the 1900s Lodge members met 
in rooms above Smith’s Drugstore 
on Pack Square, but after out-
growing this location contracted 
Richard Sharp Smith to design a 
new building. The cornerstone 
at 80 Broadway was laid July 1, 
1913. The lodge has counted many 
famous Western North Carolin-
ians in its ranks, including Gover-
nor Zebulon Vance and William 
Randolph (namesake of Randolph 
School on Montford). The building 
has also hosted a school, a hospital 
for African-Americans during the 
Spanish Influenza epidemic, and 
a fallout shelter during the Cold 
War. Collections there include 
a building stone said to be from 
Solomon’s Temple and a library 
donated by Thomas Harkins (local 
lawyer and U.S. Attorney for the 
WNC district in the early 1900s).

Biltmore Lodge
In 1891, Freemasons involved in 
the construction of the Biltmore Es-
tate formed Biltmore Lodge #446. 
Its official charter was issued Janu-
ary 13, 1892; its first Worshipful 
Master was D.B. Nelson, a Baptist 
minister who moved to Asheville 

A little-known part of Asheville’s 
history is that of its Masons. Con-
trary to myth, Freemasonry is not a 
secret society but a civic fraternity 
that participates in charitable activi-
ties. The only secrets are its recogni-
tion signs and rituals, guarded ac-
cording to tradition and to prevent 
impersonation of Masons. There 
are three essential degrees: Entered 
Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Mas-
ter Mason. After reaching the last 
degree, a man may proceed into the 
York or Scottish Rites, the Shrine, or 
other Masonic organizations. 
	 Since the formation of the first 
Grand Lodge in England in 1717, 
Freemasons have been integral to 
communities throughout the world. 
Asheville is home to three lodges, 
each with a rich history.

Mt. Hermon Lodge
Downtown’s Mt. Hermon Lodge 
#118 is Asheville’s oldest, chartered 
in 1848 with Joshua Roberts as its 
first Worshipful Master (president). 

from Tennessee to become pastor of 
Biltmore Baptist Church.  
	 Biltmore Lodge helped estab-
lish Masonic lodges in Fairview, 
Swannanoa, and West Asheville,  
and assisted in the construction 
of the Vance Memorial obelisk in 
1897. Vance was buried without 
traditional Masonic rites in 1894, so 
in 2005, members participated in 
Masonic funeral rites at his grave. 
	 Today this lodge is located near 
Biltmore Village at the corner of St. 
Paul and Summit Streets.

Nichols-West Asheville Lodge
In 2002, Nichols Lodge and West 
Asheville Lodge were merged. 
West Asheville Lodge was once 
known as the “Railroad Lodge” 
because many members worked 
for Norfolk-Southern Railway. The 
current Lodge building, formerly 
the Nichols Lodge, was constructed 
with free labor by Masons and their 
families and was dedicated in 1952. 
One of its famous members was 
Walter B. Stephen of Pisgah Forest 
Pottery. Like other lodges, Nichols-
West Asheville supports many 
charities, including the Oxford 
Orphanage and the Whitestone 
Retirement Community.

Meeting on the Level, 
   Parting on the Square
Asheville’s Masonic Lodges 
      by Steven K. Knapp

A Masonic apron in the collection of 
the Smith-McDowell House.
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From left, a fireplace at Mt. Hermon 
Lodge; the Biltmore Lodge Room.



This newsletter is edited and designed by Jessamyn Reeves-Brown. Send your comments to jessamyn@songsmyth.com.

The Vetust Study Club has put on the Asheville Antiques Fair since 1946, making it one of the oldest in the 
Southeast. Proceeds support the restoration, conservation, and preservation of projects in Buncombe County, 
including the Smith-McDowell House Museum. WNCHA members are offered $1 off admission!
	 The 2010 Fair will take place at 
the Asheville Civic Center on August 
6–8 and feature more than 50 antiques 
dealers from all over the Southeast 
and beyond. Tickets are $10 and are 
good for all three days, including 
workshops.
	 Fair attendees can also visit the 
Heirloom Road Show on Saturday, 
10–4. Three appraisers will be avail-
able to evaluate treasured heirlooms 
for a moderate charge.	
	 For more information, visit www.
ashevilleantiquesfair.com or call (828) 
299-7430.

Buy a Bit of History at the Asheville Antiques Fair

Further illustrating the article on local Masonic Lodges on
page 3, here are (left to right) Mt. Hermon Lodge in the 1910s, decorated 
with flags; the opening banquet in 1913; and the property’s historic fallout shelter from the 1950s.

Web Extra: Mt. Hermon Lodge

Complete this coupon and present it at the Asheville Civic Center Box Ofþce 
to receive $1.00 off a single admission to the Asheville Antiques Fair.  This 
coupon cannot be used with Accommodation and Tour packages or any other 
packages and discounts.

Mr. Mrs.      Ms.  Name

   Street

   City                                                                         State                 Zip

   Email

$ 1  O F F  A D M I S S I O N
The 63rd

Asheville Antiques Fair
July 31 & August 1, 10 am-6 pm • August 2, 12 noon-6 pmAugust 6 & 7, 10 am–6 pm . August 8, 12 noon–5 pm

64TH


