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BUﬁecombe Turnpike Tour

SEssioN 3: THE SouTH SIDE

On Saturday, May 8, WNCHA led to the historic 1820 Poinsett
invites you to join us on a peld trip Bridge in Greenville County.
tracing the approximate route of the  Special speakers will include
historic Buncombe Turnpike from Brenda Coates, an art historian
Asheville to the South Carolina retired from Western Carolina
border. The turnpike, completed University, and Dr. George
in 1828 as a toll road connecting Jones, a founding member
Greeneville in Tennessee with of the Henderson County
Greenville in South Carolina, was a Genealogical and Historical
vital link for local farmers moving Society. A delicious lunch will
tens of thousands of hogs and be provided at the Henderson
other livestock to city markets that County Heritage Museum.
fostered local businesses. The tour will assemble at
While our prst tour examined the Smith-McDowell House
the turnpike route from Asheville Museum at 8:30 A.m. on May The Poinsett Bridge is at the terminus of the
to Paint Rock at the Tennessee line 8 (the tour departs at 9 A.m.). historic Buncombe T urnpike.
and the second followed the route The cost of the tour, including
across the Biltmore Estate, this third lunch, is $50 for non-members
leg will trace the turnpike’s path and $35 for members. However, admission and a discounted rate on
through South Buncombe, Fletcher, non-members may join WNCHA gift shop items and other events,
Hendersonville, Flat Rock, Zirconia, at an event-only special individual making this a great deal!
and Tuxedo to the South Carolina rate of $25 or family rate of $40, and For reservations or more details,
line. We will then continue over part  then buy tour tickets for $35 each. please call the Smith-McDowvell
of the South Carolina state road that ~ Membership confers free museum House Museum at (828) 253-9231.

U pCOming EVeNtS For more information, call the museum at (828) 253-9231.

May 8, 8:30 A.m. South Buncombe Turnpike Tour. June 21-24. Chautauqua 2010 (see p. 3).
May 8, 11 a.m. Civil War Tea Party for kids & July 1-August 8. Exhibit: Antigue Quilts & Coverlets.
Confederate Memorial Day (see p. 6). July 26-30, 9-5. Hands-On History Camp (see p. 6).

May 15, 10 A.m. WNCHA Award presentation (p. 4). August 6-8. Asheville Quilt Show at the Arboretum.



Spring Cleaning

April 17 was Civil War Trails
Preservation Day—a day of
spring cleaning and yard work
at the museum. Led by museum
staff Lisa Whitpeld and Rich
Loveland, volunteers swept,
swiffered and mopped the
house from top to bottom and
raked up giant piles of leaves
outside. Thanks go to Ron Ashe,
Elaine Blake, Alicia Chapman,
Lori Garst, Robin Meyers, Sylvia
Organ, Jessamyn Reeves-Brown,
John Turk, and Lonnie Turner.

“They set about spring
cleaning with an energy
that scared the spiders...”

from Rose in Bloom
by Louisa May Alcott

Spring
cleaners
L_onnie
Turner
(top) and
Sylvia
Organ
(right)
made the
house
sparkle.
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Meet Our
New Executive

Director,
Rich Loveland

After a long and thorough
search, we are pleased to
announce that we have a new
executive director with broad
experience to draw on in steering

WNCHA through the challenges
and possibilities that lie ahead!
Rich Loveland’s initial
schooling in architecture launched
his ownership of a solar-heating
design-build prm, but he also took
classes in pImmaking, television,
photography, and silk screening,
which led to a screen-printing
business. Then he saw a want
ad for an exhibit designer with a
background in media, who could
work with architects, read plans,
put out RFPs, and do model
making. “I said, ‘I’ve done all of
these things, just not put them
under one job heading before.””
Loveland became the exhibit
designer for the naval museum at
the Hampton Roads Naval Base
in Norfolk, VA. Next he became
curator at the MacArthur Memorial
in Norfolk and did the primary
design for the Desert Storm
memorial in the City Hall building.
Then he worked as director of
programming for the Virginia Air
and Space Center, a $30-million
opening project. A combination
air, space, and history museum,
the project “created different sets
of challenges,”says Loveland:
opnding different ways of dealing
with artifacts, from hanging a
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stripped-down, 23,000-pound F-4
to mounting and displaying the
octant of the CSS Virginia, where
you’re only allowed to touch the
artifact at three different points.”

Also in Virginia, Loveland was
executive director of the Roanaoke
Valley History Museum at Center
in the Square and, while going to
grad school, helped open a Civil
War-period house musem in
Radford. He was Senior Director of
Public Programs at Explore Park,

a living-history museum by the
Blue Ridge Parkway in Virginia,
and more recently helped open a
history campus on the shores of
Lake Champlain in New York that
focused on the Battle of Plattsburgh
in the War of 1812.

Loveland has been a consultant
since moving to Asheville two
years ago with his wife, Louise (a
massage therapist and writer). “It’s
an area where we always wanted
to be,” he explains. Daughters Erin
and Ashley recently graduated
from Warren Wilson and UNCA
respectively, and son Adam is
working and taking classes at A-B
Tech. “We wanted to be in this
environment, and we love it,” he
says. We're glad he’s here! Il
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American Imagination

Chautaugua brings us great creative thinkers

For the 11th Buncombe County
Chautauqua, American writers and
inventors take center stage.

The Chautauqua has a unique
format. Every evening, after a musi-
cal performance beginning at 6:30,
a costumed scholar gives a mono-
logue in character. Then the yoor
is opened to audience questions,
which are answered by the charac-
ter. Finally, the scholar breaks char-
acter to talk and answer questions
from a critical modern perspective.

Don’t miss the chance to meet
these American originals:

Benjamin Fanklin

At heart an innovator and inventor;
Franklin developed a range of con-
tributions that make him unique in
American history. In addition to the
lightning rod, Franklin stove, and
bifocal glasses, he also innovated
the idea of matching grants, used
ideas from the Iroquois Nation’s
structure to organize the Colonies,
and created Americads prst militia.
Franklin was far more than just a
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man with a kite. He is portrayed
by actor, director, and teacher
Christopher Lowell.

Emily Dickinson

Called the greatest American poet,
an eccentric, and a genius, reclus-
ive Emily Dickinson continues to
fascinate readers and provoke dis-
cussion more than 120 years after
her death. “Is not the imagination
the most glorious domain?” she
once asked. Imagination transport-
ed her far beyond the walls of her
home and the village of Amherst,
MA. “To shut our eyes is to trav-
el,” she wrote. Dickinson is played
by Debra Conner, a writer, poet,
and graduate of Warren Wilson.

Langston Hughes

As a teenager, Hughes burst onto
the national literary scene with
images that transcended both time
and space in “The Negro Speaks

of Rivers.” Settling in New York
City, Hughes rapidly emerged as
prst among equals of the young
Turks who were birthing the “New
Negro” creative movement, bring-
ing black and white artists together
in a way that was unprecedented
even in the American imagination.
Charles Everett Pace, an actor and
university teacher, will perform
the role of Hughes.

Ted Geisel, ak.a. Dr. Seuss

When the prst Dr. Seuss book
appeared in 1937, the illiteracy

of American children was a new
national scandal. Some blamed a
move away from phonics, others
television. But a deeper reason was
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A\bove, Christopher L_owell as Ben
Franklin. Below left, poet and writer
L_angston Hughes.

that primers such as Dick and Jane
were dull. Parents learned from Dr.
Seuss that reading is not decod-
ing letters on a page. It is an act of
imagination—and no one had a
livelier imagination than Dr. Seuss.
He is played by George Frein,
founder and current Artistic Direc-
tor of Greenville Chautauqua.

Chautauqua 2010 will be held
June 21-24 at 6:30 p.m. on the
grounds of the Smith-McDowell
House Museum. Admission is
$4, or $10 for all four nights.
Light refreshments are available.
For more information, call Gil
Elliott at 230-4933.
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Beating a Path
to the Museum

‘.__ Rruef Mt5
District

1 A-B Tech
== College

i~ Smith-
=== McDowell
e House

Buncombe County’s new way-
pnding signs offer directions to
points of interest throughout
the area—including the Smith-
McDowell House Museum! The
$1.65 million community-wide
signage program includes signs
and kiosks from Asheville to
Weaverville, Woodpn, Black
Mountain and Montreat.

The elegant signs feature
pnials by local artists Kathleen
Doyle and Thomas Reardon of
Portfolio Metalwork in Grove-
wood Gallery, Dan Howachyn
of Black Mountain Iron Works,
and Robert Gardner of Studio
C Glassworks. Western North
Carolina authors are quoted on
the backs of signs.

Signage pointing to the
Smith-McDowell House can be
found on Amboy and Meadow
Roads, and is a welcome boost
to raise our prople with visitors
and residents alike.
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tique and Vintage Quilts
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Jessamyn Reeves-Brown, Textile Cur

WNCHA Award Presentation

The presentation
ceremony of the
WNCHA Outstanding
Achievement Award
to the Henderson
County Heritage
Museum is planned
for May 15 at 10 A.m.
The Henderson
County Heritage
Museum is a non-
propt housed in
the 1904 Historic
Courthouse. It was
designed to preserve,
celebrate, and
educate people about
Henderson County’s
rich heritage, history,
and culture, from
the Cherokee and
pioneers who carved
homes out of the
wilderness to today.
The museum is located in downtown Hendersonville at 1 Historic
Courthouse Square, Suite 4. We would love to see you there for the
ceremony! For more information on the museum and its location, visit
www.hendersoncountymuseum.org. Please call WNCHA Award
coordinator Gwin Jones at 274-7821 to conprm the time of the event.

The Henderson County Heritage Museum opened
in the refurbished Historic Courthouse in 2008.
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For Rent

Part 11

by John Turk. Do you
have more information to add?
E-mail him at jrturk@ysu.edu.

The Cheesborough and Nettles
families [March/April 2010] were
not the only renters of “Buck
House,” as the Smith-McDowvell
House was known; there were two
others. One left his mark on down-
town Asheville—still seen today—
while the other brought elegance to
the troubled Victoria neighborhood
... and a bona pde movie star.

Herbert De La Haye Miles

Miles was born in Milwaukee in
1866. After a career in the busi-

ness world and as an ofpcial of the
famous Chicago meat-packing prm
of Armour and Co., he moved to
Asheville in 1912 in hopes that the
climate would help his wife’s tuber-
culosis. He rented Buck House from
Henrietta McKee for about a year
when she moved to Washington,
D.C., and he was building a prop-
erty named Breezemont. By this
time, the landscaping Dr. Charles

NYPL DiGITAL GALLERY

Francis Gudger with second wife Marjorie Rambeau.
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Van Bergen had installed at Buck
House was in full bloom. Wis-
taria dripped from both the front
porches and ivy covered most of
the north facade.

In 1923, Miles and Julian A.
Woodcock, Sr., erected the George
Vanderbilt Hotel in downtown
Asheville; Miles became president
of the prm operating the hotel. He
acquired another building between
Haywood, Wall, and College
streets in 1919 and, after remodel-
ing, renamed it the Miles Building.
He was instrumental in creating
Pritchard Park and a major force
behind the building of the City
Auditorium. While Miles felt that
Asheville would
never be a very big
city, he once told a
reporter, “It won’t
go backward.”

In his twilight
years, Miles lived
in Asheville hotels
in summer and
Palm Beach resorts
in winter. Active to
the end, it was not
unusual to pnd him
doing laps in the
hotel pool. He died
in 1958, aged 91.
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Below, the Miles family in 1913, just after leaving
the Smith-McDowell House. L_gft, Miles’s

George VVanderbilt Hotel.

UNCA Ramsey Ligg ARY

Francis Gudger

When C. Brewster Chapman died
in 1920, Buck House went to his
dear friend Herman Gudger. Her-
man rented the property to his
gregarious and worldly brother,
Francis, and his wife, Paula Thorne,
from 1920 to 1930—a period that
witnessed an explosion of growth
in downtown Asheville but the
slow-and-steady decay of the city’s
premier residential neighborhood.
After annexing the Victoria area,
the city failed in maintenance and
any semblance of police or pre
protection. Spurwood, an opulent
guest home George Vanderbilt
had built, was badly damaged by
pre and never repaired. Other pne
homes were simply abandoned.
But Francis and his wife brought
a grace and elegance to the dying
neighborhood. Mrs. Gudger’s mu-
sic room functioned as a salon in
the pnest of French traditions.
When Paula died in 1929,
Francis returned to Hollywood,
where he married movie star
Marjorie Rambeau in 1931. They
made occasional visits over the
years to Asheville and the Victoria
Road house, and the local press
was always in close attendance. H
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