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Times That Try Our Souls

Chautaugua tackles moments of crisis in U.S. history

TIMES OF CRISIS are nothing new
in America. This nation was born
in crisis in 1776. When George
Washington needed to help the
troops at Valley Forge face their
oncoming battle, he had Thomas
Paine’s The Crisis read to them. It
begins, “These are times that try
men’s souls. . . . yet we have this
consolation with us, that the harder
the conyict, the more glorious the
triumph.”

In the middle of the 19th
century, our nation experienced a
new birth of freedom in the crisis

over slavery. In
the 20th century,
the country
struggled through
two terrible
crises, the Great
Depression and
World War I,
followed by a
crisis of equality.
For the tenth
Buncombe County
Chautauqua,
join George
Washington,
Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. and
Eleanor Roosevelt, and Rosa Parks in
exploring pve periods of American
crisis in which great leaders spurred
the nation to action. Perhaps
reyecting on crises past can affect
our thinking on crises present; Rosa
Parks told us, “I have learned over
the years that when one’s mind is
made up, this diminishes fear.”
Modern-day Chautauquas have
a unique format. Each evening, a
scholar dressed in costume brings a
character to life through prst-person
monologue. The audience then can

ask questions that will be answered
in character. Finally, the scholar
steps out of character to discuss the
subject and answer questions from
a critical, modern perspective.
Chautauqua 2009 is sponsored
by the Friends of Buncombe
County Public Libraries, Inc., and
will take place June 22 through
25 on the grounds of Smith-
McDowell House Museum. A
musical program begins at 7 p.m.,
followed by the featured program
at 7:30. Admission is by donation.
For more information, call Pack
Memorial Library at (828) 250-4700.

Upcoming Events

For more information, call the
museum at (828) 253-9231.

May 9, 11 a.m. World War II-
era tea party for boys and girls.

June 22-25, 7 p.M. Buncombe
County Chautauqua.

June 22-26. Hands-on History
Summer Camp, Session I.

June 27-31. Hands-On History
Summer Camp, Session Il.

August 8, 11 A.m. Southwest
Fiesta for boys and girls.







